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PHIL 325: LOGIC, INQUIRY, 
AND ARGUMENTATION 

 
Spring 2018 

MW 2:00—3:50 
CRN: 34719 

Classroom: 117 ED 
 

   Instructor: L. Busk 
lbusk@uoregon.edu 

Office: Susan Campbell Hall, 161 
Office Hours: Wednesday, 12—1:50 

Course Description: In Ancient Greek logos (λόγος) could mean “word,” 
“speech,” “ground,” or “reason.” Our word “logic,” evolved from logike (λογική), 
is the technique, practice, or art of logos. In this course, we will approach logic as a 
technique in this original sense and not as a list of formulae to memorize or a 
mandatory manual for how to think. We will learn the methodology and schemata 
of classical symbolic logic as well as modern innovations in predicate calculus. We 
will discuss informal fallacies, conditions for soundness and validity, and 
syllogistic reasoning. We will learn proofs for demonstrating the validity or 
invalidity of arguments. We will also ask broader philosophical questions about the 
foundations, consequences, and limits of formal logic, as well as its applications to 
everyday situations. Emphasis will be on classroom participation and practice 
rather than lecture.  

 
POLICIES AND EXPECTATIONS 
Students are expected to attend class each day having done the assigned reading 
(see schedule below) and ready to discuss it. Comments and questions should 
always be respectful; hateful or offensive remarks will not be tolerated. Always 
raise your hand to speak. Cell phones (and etc.) should not be seen; laptops should 
be silent.  
 
All assignments should be turned in on time. Late work will not be accepted 
(excepting cases of emergency or otherwise reasonable excuse). If you are having a 
difficult time with the material, please let me know. 
 
Attendance and participation is an important of this (as of any) course. This does 
not necessarily mean constant talking. It means carefully observing the 
expectations outlined above and taking an active interest both in the material and in 
your progress in the course. 
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Academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) is strictly prohibited and may 
result in severe penalties, including a failing grade for the course. Definitions, 
procedures, and penalties for such cases are spelled out on the UO website for 
academic dishonesty.  
 
If you require an accommodation of any kind, please let me know as soon as 
possible. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• This course will familiarize students with the methods and techniques of 
formal and informal logic, essential for the discipline of philosophy. 

• Students should expect to develop an enhanced capacity for intelligent 
reflection on the nature of argumentation and discourse in an academic 
setting as well as in the larger community.  

 
ASSIGNMENTS 

• HOMEWORK will be assigned throughout the term and will be essential 
for practice. Students are expected to come to class with the assigned 
homework completed and ready to do examples in class. 

• QUIZZES AND FINAL EXAM: There will be five in-class, closed-book 
quizzes throughout the term. They will consist of problems and/or questions 
regarding the current material being reviewed/discussed in class. The final 
exam at the end of the term will be cumulative.  

 
GRADE BREAKDOWN 

• Quizzes – 60% (5@12% each) 
• Final Exam – 30% 
• Participation – 10% 
 

COURSE MATERIALS 
• The Power of Logic, fifth edition by Howard-Snyder, Howard-Snyder, and 

Wasserman. ISBN: 978-0073407371 
*This will be available at the book store, and can be found online. All page 
numbers in reading schedule below refer to this book. 
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CLASS SCHEDULE 
(subject to change) 
 

WEEK 1  
 

Introduction to Course and Basic Concepts 
 
Reading: 1-10, 14-28, 33-47, 70-86 
 
Homework: Exercise 1.2 B, 1-15, Exercise 1.3 A, 1-10 
Exercise 2.2 A, 1-10 and B, 1-10 
 

WEEK 2 
 

Identifying and Clarifying Arguments 
 
**FIRST QUIZ WEDNESDAY** 
 
Introduction to Categorical Logic 
 
Reading: 197-202 
 

WEEK 3 Categorical Logic 
 
Reading: 205-208, 225-229, 232-241, 242-248 
 
Homework: Exercise 6.1 A, 1-5, B, 1-5, and C, 1-5 
Exercise 6.2 A 1-5, and B, 1-5 
Exercise 6.3 A, 1-5, and B, 1-5 
 

WEEK 4 Categorical Logic Continued 
 
Reading: 250-257 
 
Homework: Exercise 6.4 A, 1-5, B 1-5  
 
**SECOND QUIZ WEDNESDAY** 
 

WEEK 5 
 

Introduction to Symbolizing and Translating Arguments  
 
Reading: 279-299 
 

Homework: Exercise 7.1 A, 1-10 and C, 1-20 
 

WEEK 6 **THIRD QUIZ MONDAY** 
 

Proofs 
 

Reading: 345-359, 365-374, 378-382 
Homework: Exercise 8.1 A, 1-5 and C, 1-20  
Exercise 8.2 A, 1-5 and C, 1-20 
Exercise 8.3 C, 1-5, D 1-5, and E, 1 
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WEEK 7 Review/Practice Proofs 
 
**FOURTH QUIZ WEDNESDAY** 
 
Introduction to Conditional Proof and Reductio Ad Absurdum 
 
Reading: 388-394, 397-402 
 
Homework:  
Exercise 8.4 A, 1-10 and Exercise 8.5 A, 1-10  
 

WEEK 8 Review/Practice Conditional Proof and Reductio Ad Absurdum 
 
**FIFTH QUIZ WEDNESDAY** 
 

WEEK 9 MEMORIAL DAY MONDAY 
 
Predicate Logic 
 
Reading: 413-425, 440-453 
Homework: Exercise 9.1 A, 1-5 and C, 1-15  
Exercise 9.3 A. 1-5, C, 1-10, and D, 1-10 
 

WEEK 10 Workshop on Predicate Logic 
 
Review for Final Exam 

 
FINAL EXAM: TUESDAY, JUNE 12 at 2:45pm 
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